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Ordinary Provision
by Pastor Torrey RobinsonIn the season we call Thanksgiving, we have

so much for which to give thanks, but even
if we give thanks, that doesn’t necessarily

guarantee that we will be truly thankful.  This
can be true for individuals as well as for fami-
lies, even for church families.  Some blessings
seem too ordinary to get particularly excited.
We seldom give much
thought about running
water, lights that work,
roofs that don’t leak and
toilets that flush.  But this
year is different.
     Over the summer, our
church was confronted
with the costly news that
the clay sewage pipes that
were likely as old as our
church building were
cracked and leaking and
had to be replaced.  Re-
placing old pipe with new
pipe isn’t all that difficult
except when the pipe is
over 100 feet long and buried 15 feet under-
ground.
     Not long before we discovered the broken
sewer pipes, we also discovered that the roof on
the garage was leaking badly and had to be re-
placed.  What is more, a serious leak in the
Gathering Room necessitated that we call an
expert who specialized in metal roofs.  He told
us that if that if the metal roof on the east end
of the church had been installed correctly, it
should have lasted 100 years.  Instead, since the
roof was installed almost 30 years ago, there
hasn’t been a period of more than about five
years when that metal roof hasn’t leaked.
     That’s not all, from the time they were
mounted, nearly 3 decades ago, whenever we
have had a wind driven rain, the upper
clerestory windows in the sanctuary have
leaked.  Following the devastating fire that
gutted the church building in 1989, the
clerestory windows were hastily and improp-

erly installed.  Although this was no secret to
those who have taken care of the building, the
cost of replacing the windows always seemed
like more than our church family could afford.
Unfortunately, noticeable damage to some of
the beams in the sanctuary has made the trustees
aware that we can no longer afford NOT to

replace these windows.
It was because of

these crucial yet costly re-
pairs that the trustees re-
quested that the church
family undertake a
fundraising campaign that
we called Century 22.  As
the name of the campaign
suggests, its purpose was
to raise the money needed
to replace the broken pipes
and repair the leaky win-
dows and roofs so that,
Lord willing, we may not
have to repair them again
in this century. 

     Throughout the month of September, our
church family gave money and made pledges
towards the goal of nearly $50,000, which is the
amount needed, in addition to money already in
the building fund, to pay for this work to be
done.  As of October 6th, we had received
$46,000 (and more has been pledged since
then).  This will cover the cost of the remaining
work with a little extra to help with any unfore-
seen contingencies.
     Who gets excited about a roof or a sewer
pipe or a new window?  Perhaps not too many
folks give these things much thought.  But this
Thanksgiving, we now have a sewer line that is
guaranteed to last for at least 50 years.  As we
reflect on God’s goodness in this season, we
have been able to replace the old roof on the
parsonage garage.  We still have some signifi-
cant work to do to repair the metal roof and to
replace the clerestory windows in the sanctuary.
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Our need has
forced us to 
rely on God’s
provision, that 
is good reason 
to give thanks
whatever the

season. 



But we now have money pledged to be given by next spring
to pay for this work. 

     Toilets that work, roofs and windows that don’t leak,
admittedly these aren’t on anyone’s list of “favorite things”.
In fact, they are rather ordinary things.  Nevertheless, these
building headaches needed to be addressed and God has pro-
vided.  Our need has forced us to rely on God’s provision,
that is good reason to give thanks whatever the season.  
     I have a habit.  It is a habit that I developed so long ago I
don’t know you when I picked it up.  My mother and father
were instrumental in my developing this practice.  They had
the habit before I did.  I saw them do this virtually every day
as I was growing up.  Eventually, what I observed in them
became ingrained in me.  I’m talking about the habit of pray-
ing before meals.

     I’m blessed by my parent’s example.  Being thankful and
expressing thanks to God is certainly a good habit to pick up.
Nevertheless, expressing thanks isn’t necessarily the same as
being thankful.  To be honest, there have been times I thanked
God for food for which I wasn’t really thankful. There have

been times when I
bowed to pray be-
fore I ate, yet I was
more conscious of
the people at the
table than of the
God to whom I
gave thanks.  Not
all who express
thanks to God are
truly grateful.H
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That was the theme of this year’s Vacation Bible School.
From August 12th to the 16th we had about 80 chil-
dren, 40 teenage counselors and 15 adults that came

together every morning from 9am- noon to sing, play games,
eat snacks, learn Bible stories, see an object lesson and hear
testimonies from children in Africa as well as from our own
missionary from Sierra Leone, Africa.
     My roll during VBS this year was to lead what is called
“Kid Vid”.  This is a time when about 20 children at a time
would gather with me in a classroom to watch a video about
a child in Africa.  The video series featured a different child
each day and would show a day in the life of that child so our
children could see how the children in Africa live so differ-
ently than we do.  Some of the things that stood out to them
were how the children needed to walk far distances to a well
each morning to collect clean water in buckets and bring it
back to their house to use for the day.  Many of the children
had to walk long distances to go to school and some of the

schools didn’t have
desks and chairs so
the children had to
sit on rocks or on the
dirt floor.  Some of
the children were re-
sponsible to make a
fire each morning
and cook food for
the day, which was
typically a porridge
made from ground corn.  Our children really got a good
picture of how hard life can be for these children in Africa!  
     Each child’s story was then related to one of our daily
Bible points (i.e., “When life is hard, God is good” or, “When
life is scary, God is good”).  After the video, I would lead a
group discussion with the children and counselors.  We would
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by Jen Kang
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discuss the differences between our lives and the lives of
these children in Africa, but then we would discuss the sim-
ilarities.  The children would come to a point where they
would talk about ways that their own lives are hard or things
that might be scary for them.  Then we would talk about a
Bible verse and learn precious promises from God’s word to
help them see that God is with them during hard times, and
scary times.   
     The most memorable event for me occurred on Wednes-
day when Michael Turay, a missionary that we as a church
support, visited our Kid Vid time and shared with the children
about what life is like as a missionary in Africa.  He shared
how God has been good to him and his family through many
life changes.  The children had many questions to ask him
and were very attentive to all that he had to say.  Throughout
the week, the kids were asked to bring in loose change from
home to go towards helping Micheal Turay and his church in
Africa to build a building that will be used (in part) to teach
African children about God.  They raised a total of $573.00!
     Some of the promises that we learned through God’s
word were: God is always with us, God will never change
and God will love us forever! 
     Psalm 106:1 “Give Thanks to the Lord for He is good!
His faithful love endures forever.”
     It was a good week and God was good to us!H

We are a young family from Romania who just
moved to the United States 7 months ago as we
were selected

to receive a visa and a
working permit through
the Diversity Visa Lot-
tery. As soon as we
completed all the neces-
sary steps and we re-
ceived the visa, we
started searching for a
job in the financial field
as it would’ve helped us
a lot in order to decide the exact area where we should move.
Our prayers have been answered and Mihai received a good
job in Tarrytown, the reason for which we have decided to
move to the Westchester area. 
     When this matter was settled, we discussed with our
pastor from Bucharest about opportunities, as he used to live
in Texas and study at the Seminary. It was then when he told
us that he has a group with all the persons who went there
and this was how we found pastor Torrey Robinson in this
area. Pastor Torrey was very happy to meet and introduce us
to the church as soon as we arrived in the USA this March. 
     Since then, we started to attend First Baptist Church as
we really feel welcomed and loved like in a family. We are
very happy that we have found a church that loves God and
seems to cherish and appreciate the same values as we do.
People here were very nice and supportive of us and we
appreciate every advice, prayer or help they provided. 

My name is Fernando Olivencia and I have been
attending FBC for a little over two years now. I first
heard about FBC when I was trying out different

churches to find a church home that relied on and preached
God's Word. 

     

I was thankful to meet Pastor Torrey because he is a man
who believes and trusts in God's truth and I was thankful for
the church that made me feel welcome very quickly. FBC is
now my church home. 

     

In my time here at FBC I’ve been blessed to meet some
friends. Eric and Yolanda were kind enough to invite me to
a “jam session” with the Worship Team. It was fun to wor-
ship in a different way. I have played guitar for a long time,
but have never played for a worship team. I now play guitar
for the FBC Worship Team. I have enjoyed worshiping the
Lord through a talent He has given me. I love having the op-
portunity to praise the Lord in different ways because He is
deserving. It has also allowed me to focus more on Him be-
cause I believe when He says in Isaiah 26:3 “You will keep
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because
he trusts you.” Playing music about Jesus allows me more
opportunity to keep my mind on Him in church in an inten-
tional way.H

     Thank you for being a blessing and an inspiration to us,
every day! We are grateful to have you as individuals and as
a church!
     One of our favorite Bible verses is  Proverbs 4:23H

Some New Friends at FBC

Eliza and Mihai
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The first words of the Bible introduce us to God – the
All-Powerful One, the One Who speaks and the heav-
ens and the earth come into existence (Gen 1:1). There

is no other God (Deu 4:39). God is personal; He speaks and
acts. From the very beginning of time God made it clear that
He was without equal. There is none like Him (Exo 9:14; 2
Sam 7:22). This Eternal One, perfect in every way, “created
man in His own image... male and female He created them”
(Gen 1:27).
     A promise is a declaration that something will or will not
be done, given, etc., by one. It is an expressive assurance on
which expectation is to be based. In Genesis 2 God makes
His first promise – disobedience will bring death (Gen 2:15-
17). Many people are familiar with the story of the fall from
grace: temptation by the serpent, eating of forbidden fruit and
banishment from the Garden of Eden. God showed that He
was/is serious about His holiness, His character, His Word!
Adam and Eve learned emphatically that God is a Promise-
Keeper. They didn’t take God at His Word. Their disobedi-
ence and failure to believe God separated them from Him.

     We have all experienced promises made and broken.
We’ve made them and broken them. Our actions demonstrate
that on our own we are incapable of being faithful, obedient,
trustworthy... But God is not like us! “This God—His way is
perfect; the word of the Lord proves true; He is a shield for
all those who take refuge in Him” (2 Sam 22:31).
     Although the first promise brought death, God made
another promise. He promised that He would bring redemp-
tion (Gen 3:15). God’s Word is replete with His many prom-
ises, all of which find their yes in His Final Word – Jesus (2
Co 1:20), the Word made flesh Who dwelt among us, full of
grace and truth (Jn 1:14).
     Find the promises of God. If you belong to God because
you’ve been born of the Spirit, God has much to say to you
in His Word. He promises never to leave or forsake you (Heb
13:5), to give you perfect peace (Isa 26:3-4), to be with you
in every trial (Ps 46), to take you to Himself (Jn 14:3), etc.
Fill your heart with His promises so that in every circum-
stance you can say, “nothing can separate me from the love
of God in Christ Jesus, my Lord! (Rom 8:35)H

The Promises of God
by Frank Pastore
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More Than Good
by Olga Seda

WPLJ Now Playing Christian Music

God is good, all the time
It’s what we rightly say.
But You, Lord, are more than good,
You are magnificent, You are great.
You left Your heavenly home
to endure the cross in our place.
Though You were rich, You became poor
for the sake of the human race.
Great is Your love towards us
And Your faithfulness has no end.
You gave up Your precious possession
When You gave us Christ as our Friend.
When You judge, it’s never by appearance.
You never bark up the wrong tree
for You look deep into the human heart
Where no person can ever see.
There’s no other God like You, Lord.
Who can guard us the way You do?
Those who touch us, touch the apple of Your eye
For when they hurt us, they hurt You.

On Friday, May 31, the contemporary Christian music
station K-LOVE took over WPLJ, 95.5 FM after 48 years
as a rock music station. Transmitting from the Empire State
Building, KLOVE now reaches the entire New York metro
area with positive, encouraging Christian music.
WKLV, 96.7 FM, K-LOVE’s previous station transmitting
from New Rochelle, NY, is now Air1, also broadcasting
contemporary Christian music with more variety.


